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Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Cask of Amontillado”
A man's greatest sin is pride; in the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve fell because of pride. Montresor and Fortunato sinned; in the book published in 1846 by Edgar Allan Poe, "The Cask of Amontillado," Fortunato insulted Montressor, making him hunt for revenge. Montressor cunningly played with Fortunato's pride, leading to his death after a promise to taste an imaginary Cask of Amontillado.  Poe communicates his theme of pride and how it contributes to one's downfall through the characters and their actions.
Montressor's character clearly illustrates the power of pride. He comes from a family where pride runs deep such that "when Fortunato ventured upon insult, Montressor vowed revenge." He then decides to plan revenge cautiously so that he cannot look as weak and inferior. According to Womack (2009), the desire to revenge on Fortunato is driven by a family motto that states, attacking them in the family with impunity cannot be tolerated. Their family kin was believed to be above reproach; hence anyone attacking should be dealt with a greater force since it is their pride.  Montressor feels that any 'serpent' that comes near should be crushed and not turning the other cheek.  Such belief contributed to his downfall morally when he strategized and executed the killing of Fortunato.
Fortunato's pride led him to a set up by Montressor that he tactfully laid for him. Montressor is aware of Fortunato's weak points as Montresso views his pride as a strength; Fortunato's pride is a weakness. He uses Fortunato's weakness to his advantage by creating an imaginary cask of amontillado where he is sure that Fortunato will make every effort to taste it. To confront him further, he mocks Fortunato's pride and tells him he plans for Luchesi to taste the wine (Womack, 2009). He is too proud of himself, such that he cannot recognize the impact of insults against Montressor; he feels he can speak and act he wishes because of his superior skills. He never recognized that his pride led him to Montressor's trap.
Montressor proceeds to carefully play with Fortunato's mind and pride as he prepares him for murder.  On several occasions, Montresso decided to return Fortunato because of his cough, but Fortunato said they could continue. From Womack (2009), Fortunato was pushed by the urge to taste Amontillado and forgetting his physical weaknesses. Montressor knew that Fortunato's pride could not allow him to turn back; he then led him to a place where he had plans of burying him alive by stating that they should proceed with their amontillado. Both men landed a terrible moment because of their pride.  Pride led Monteresso to commit murder, thus forgetting immorality, while Fortunato's pride made him insult more without the intention of the murderer.
Montresso, who is the narrator in this story, can be perceived as an unreliable narrator.  When retelling his story, revenge to him was so necessary and more worth than Italian wine.  From literary analysis, Montressor is unreliable because he lacks essential details, irritational emotions, and heartless memory from the story.
Through the actions of Montressor and Fortunato, there is a clear indication that pride can lead to a downfall. Both men had intense pride that later destroyed them. After 50 years, Montresser could still celebrate his crime because of pride. He is blinded by it such that he cannot recognize the immoral act. Montresso and Fortunato's actions are an indication by Poe that pride can ruin both the spiritual and physical life of an individual. Generally, one of the weaknesses a man can be contented with is pride; therefore, we should be keen not to destroy ourselves (Womack, 2009).
My Last Duchess by Robert Browning
Robert Browning wrote the poem "My Last Duchess," which was written in 1845.  The poem begins with the presentation of a portrait of the wife of the Duke, who has just passed on; from the poem, the person who reads can notice that the fine-looking lady is a history. He tells the messenger available during the inauguration that the beautiful wife shown in the portrait was his wife, an extraordinary duchess; he then further explains that the beautiful lady had flirtatious nature and had not much effort to see her smile. To bring a small smile to her cheeks, she was given a low-priced gift or small compliment (Browning and McLean, 1992). The poet tries to bring out the nature of the Duke as jealous, proud, and male supremacy that pushes him to violent intentions.
The poet uses sarcasm in the tone of the Duke to show how he dislikes the Duchess to the audience. In no instance has the Duke talked anything offensive against the Duchess. However, he expressed the hurt and humiliation he faced because of her wayward nature. This poem illustrates how the Duke is jealous because he felt that he was not treated special. After all, the Duchess gave him the same smile that she gave all other people she met. From Browning and McLean (1992), the Duke became humiliated by a thought that a minor gift was enough to make the Duchess happy, to him, was too petty when compared with the 800-year-old legacy the family had given to her. The Duke became very unhappy that she never had any importance to his vast lineage.
Stylistics is another method used very well and effectively by the poet. The way the poet makes the Duke speak about the Duchess is lovely! Knowing how he got her eliminated with no remorse. The Duchess had died in an unknown circumstance, but how the Duke talks about it is clear that he had a hand in the mysterious disappearance. The Duke did not waste any time; he right away got engaged to a count's daughter. The poem shows gender differences during Browning's lifetime. A man was allowed to marry again even after intentionally 'killing" the wife.
The Duke had a lot of pride such that he was not guilty of his actions and viewed it as righteous. The Dutch continued to lambast the Duchess and tore her reputation. Throughout the poem, the Duke maintained a casual attitude that could attract sympathy to the Duchess. A reader can feel that the allegations made against the Duchess were not valid since she cannot defend herself (Browning and McLean, 1992). The story is biased since we cannot get her side of the story. The Duke from the story is the one who has been wronged, and readers may find themselves sympathizing with the Duke and dislike the Duchess.
The narrator in the poem is unreliable. Through the poet's monologue, the subject focuses on the speaker's dead wife, revealing more about the speaker and not the wife.  The speaker is biased and does not bring out the general truth.
In summary, Browning tried to show how women were subjugated by feudal Lords of previous years. A woman was not supposed to smile at any man as it was viewed a sin because the woman was only supposed to be seen by his husband alone. In the modern-day, it is tough to hear such weird statements.  All gratitude goes to him for bringing out male supremacy that affected our society in the past years.
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